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The  foUo^flng  Is  for  your  information  and/or  necessary  action  taken  from  the 
report  of  the  Field  Officer  of  the  bay  and  Asst  Officer  of  the  Day  #1  for  the 
period  beginning  08^0^  11  May  33  ^ 0^30^  12  I4ay  33: 
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phone  call  was  received  at  QLJ.Q  ijiBI.  12  from 

Dayton*  (Tel  No*  reporting  a flying  object  moving 

Nw  over  Koute  1|9  near  the  idfwil  Valley  Qolf  Course*  Hie  object  vras  observed  for 
about  3 min*  Just  before  call  vfas  itiade*  It  v/as  first  mistaken  for  a star*  out  upon 
continued  observation  it  appeared  to  be  a l/2**ii^on-shaxjed*  vrhite  light  irith  a red 
tall  light.  Estimated  altitude  yras  3^^  1'^*  object  moved  back  and  forth  lll;a 

a pendulum  anc  was  traveling  slovily*  The  object  ivas  about  3^  degreas  altitude 
from  observer's  residence* 

m 

1 

Capt  V/ood*  ATIC  Duty  Officer*  was  given  the  above  inforniation  ait  04i^  il^T*  " 
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ATIC  GOMKSNTt  On  the  same  night  as  the  attached  sighting,  at 
approximately  6130  P*M«,  two  ATIC  technicians  well  versed  in 
astronomy  also  observed  this  object*  There  was  no  doubt  in 
their  ndnds  but  what  the  owbjeot  object  was  an  extremely  bright 
meteor  which  burned  for  about  5 to-  6 seconds  on  a downward  path* 
According  to  these  soin^ces,  the  object  had  a green-white  hue* 

ATIC  feels  that  here  is  a goodeaample  of  how  known  phenomenon 
can  cause  widespread  speculation  due  to  an  overly  anxious  observer 
The  fact  that  a meteor  sighting  was  carried  in  a Dayton  paper  and 
advertised  as  a possible  saucer  plus  the  fact  that  the  Control 
Tower  at  Vtright-Patt arson  was  quoted  as  saying  that  they  had  no 
report  idiich  might  escplain  itjall  makes  for  adverse  publicity,, 
and  is  reminiscent  .of  1952  situations  where  a known  object  has 
touched  off  a sauc^  erase* 
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25-29  May  1953 


Tbtt  folluvtng  nufflberad  Itana  of  Intaraat  ivrere  nobcKl  la  Ibrojacb  Blua 


Book  oiseratlona  for  tho  abova  <lata3; 

Vroc^asa  raport  vaa  racaived  from  Project  Ctork^  contractor  for  Blua 
Book,  on  24  May  1953*  Bl^htlng  raporta  up  to  and  laeludlng  31  Baceober  1952 
have  all  been  processed  and  evaluated.  All  data  for  alghtlugs  up  to  and  in- 
cluding 31  Deeeiaber  1952  have  lean  tranaf erred  to  IBM  carda.  Analyala  of 
data  contained  on  IBM  carda  vaa  begun  on  12  May  1953*  By  10  June,  after 
completion  of  the  first  phase  of  aualysla  of  data,  a pi'ellmliiary  report  vill 
be  oubaltbed  to  Project  Blue  Book. 

Gns  two -day  evnluatlcu  conference  was  held  during  23  :uul  24  /.pi*il 
1953*  Three  ATTw  repreaentatlvea  and  four  representatives  frcm  Stork  took 
port,  illva  lii.it  Ion  of  4 00  questionnaires  was  couple  ted. 

2,  Recently  an  unidentlflud  flying  object  was  nlr;hted  over  Buyton,  Ohio 
and  reported  to  the  W-P  Control  Tcn/er,  Project  Blue  Book  feels  that  thl» 
caae  la  a good  exaji^le  of  olarepreaentation . of  known  ptieaoiDeaa.  The  observer ' 


a vcnaa  who  sighted  an  extrei 
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ly  bright  object  for  a very  short  tlue  arching 


dovmmrd  and  reporued  seeing  the  saoe  to  W-P  APB  as  an  unidentified  flying 


object. 

The  observer  oade  the  sighting  at  6:48  p.u.  On  the  same  night,  two 
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ATIC  sclantiata  sighted  the  oaioe  object  and  described  It  as  »ii  cxbreoely  bright 
Deteor  lasting  five  to  six  seconds  oxid  having  a green -white  vlev»  There  vas 
no  question  in  the  minds  of  these  qualified  observers  that  this  object  ^ras  a 


meteor. 
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^ T2i«  sighting  vas  puhllelasd  In  a Dayton  navspapeT.  ^is  la  a 
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exaoDla  of  hov  baovn  phaaonana  can  cauM  vida-apread  speculation  ^ c?iw  to 
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v*m  Inaxper lanced  obaervar*  Tso  factors  are  Interesting  bo  note:  (l)  That 
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the  Incident  vae  carried  in  a navepaperi  and  (2)  that  tha  newspaper  story 
otreesed  that  V-'P  /0;'3  Tovar  could  not  identify  lt«  Thla  la  the  byx>e  of 
publicity  slven  to  knovn  objects  which  toueties  off  the  "saucer”  hysteria. 
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